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Read and annotate the following book: I have copies in my room to check out.
→ How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster

Part 1: Answer these study guide questions

Chapter 1: What are the five characteristics of the quest?
Chapter 2: List the things, according to Foster, that eating in literature can represent.
Chapter 3: What are some things besides vampirism that vampires and ghosts represent in literature?
Chapter 4: Why, according to Foster, is it more difficult to write a short poem than a long one?
Chapter 5: What is the “big secret” Foster reveals in this chapter?
Chapter 6: Why do so many writers use and quote Shakespeare?
Chapter 7: What do Biblical allusions do for a piece of literature?
Chapter 8: What is the literary canon?

What does Foster suggest as the reason so many writers choose to allude to fairy tales in their
works?

Chapter 9 :What are the four great struggles of the human being?
Chapter 10:What are some of the types of weather such as rain, fog, rainbow, etc can represent in

literature?
Chapter 11: Choose an act of violence or a death from a piece of literature you have read and using the

information in this chapter, identify is literary purpose. Be sure to include specific details to
make your answer clear and complete.

Chapter 12: Why is symbolic meaning different for each individual reader?
What are some of the factors that influence what we understand in our reading?

Chapter 13: In this chapter, Foster explains why most literature can be called “political”; summarize his
argument.

Chapter 14: Foster asserts that a character need not have all of the distinguishing characteristics of Jesus
Christ in order to be considered a Christ figure in literature—why?

Chapter 15: Does a character always have to actually fly in order for there to be “flying” in s piece of
literature?  Explain.

Chapter 16: What are some things that can represent male and female sexuality in literature?
Chapter 17: What are some of the other things that a sex scene can mean?
Chapter 18: What are some of the things that baptism (or immersion in water) can mean in literature?

What are some of the things that drowning can mean in literature?
Chapter 19: What does it mean when an author sends a character south?
Chapter 20: What are the symbolic meanings of the seasons? Summarize Foster's point in this section of

the book.
Chapter 21:  Choose a book you have read recently and identify a main character who has some physical

marking. Describe and explain why you think the author chose to give him/her that physical
trait—what does it mean?

Chapter 22: For what reason(s) do authors choose to make a character blind in literature?
Chapter 23: What things can “heart trouble” signify in literature?
Chapter 24:What are the “principles governing “the use of disease in works of literature?
Chapter 25: Explain what Foster means by “don't read with your eyes”?
Chapter 26: Explain what Foster means by “irony trumps everything.”



Part 2: Now use what you have learned: read and annotate a literary classic (But
cannot be something you have read for another class) , then pick an element to
analyze based on a chapter from Foster's book.
Set up in a one-pager format:

1. Paragraph one-brief summary of the novel
2. Paragraph two-pick out an element* from the story to analyze, describe the

element, how it ties into the storyline and your thoughts about the elements
placement or use

3. Paragraph three--analyze how the element added to the storyline--why did the
author choose to add that element into the plot--what was the intent/underlying
message from the author.

● An element is anything--point of view, setting, symbol, plot line, etc.

Happy Reading!
If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at krinella@ttusd.org. I will be checking
messages periodically throughout the summer.
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